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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Information including instructor contact details and course location can be found on the course
Owl BrightSpace: https://westernu.brightspace.com/

PREREQUISITE CHECKING
There are no prerequisites for this course. However, having completed a 2000-level course in
philosophy of science, philosophy of biology, or bioethics will be an asset.

Anti-requisite: BIOCHEM 4320

It is your responsibility to ensure that you have the prerequisites for this course or have special
permission to take the course without the prerequisites. Student Responsibility for Course
Selection

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Synthetic biology is the design and construction of new biological parts, devices, and systems,
and the re-design of existing, natural biological systems for useful purposes. This relatively new
field has generated several reactions, from the hope of curing diseases and solving
environmental issues to the fear of seeing a new wave of eugenics. In this course, we will
alternate between understanding various types of research and applications of synthetic
biology, followed by a discussion of philosophical iss




TEXTS
TBA

METHOD OF EVALUATION






RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION

Western’s Policy on Accommodation for Religious Holidays can be found here:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf.
In the case of mid-term tests, notification is to be “given in writing to the instructor as early as
possible, but not later than one week prior to the writing of the test”.

COURSE ASSIGNMENT

The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course assignments
will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return assignments to
students as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of
the assignment.

SCHOLASTIC OFFENCES

Scholastic offences are taken seriously, and students are directed to read the appropriate
policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web
site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.p
df

Statement on the use of plagiarism-checking software
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of



violence (GBSV) and providing compassionate support to anyone who is going through or has
gone through these traumatic events. If you are experiencing or have experienced GBSV (either

recently or in the past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including
emergency contacts at the following website:



